
	  

	  
Eggbert	  the	  Slightly	  Cracked	  Egg	  by	  Tom	  Ross.	  

Applying	  the	  Bloom-‐Banks	  Matrix	  	  (see	  Donna	  Y.	  Ford,	  1991;	  2011)	  
Concepts	  That	  Can	  be	  Taught:	  Differences,	  Friendship,	  Disabilities	  and	  Strengths	  

 
 Knowledge Comprehension Application Analysis Synthesis Evaluation 

Contributions Why did 
Eggbert’s friends 
kick him out of 
the fridge? What 
did he do in 
response? 

Make a timeline 
of Eggbert’s 
journey. 

Build a 
representation of 
some “cracked” 
places Eggbert 
might visit. 

Compare Eggbert at 
the beginning and 
end of the story. 

How did he 
change? 

Plan a travel guide 
for Eggbert. 
Explain what places 
he would visit and 
how they would 
relate to his 
journey. 

Evaluate the 
definition of a 
“true” friend. 

Additive Name items that 
some people 
might consider 
“cracks” (flaws). 
 
 

What is the 
definition of 
cracked? What 
are some 
connotations of 
cracked? 
 
Identity all of the 
emotions Eggbert 
expressed in the 
story. Have you 
ever expressed 
these emotions? 
 
 

Journal about a 
time when you felt 
unaccepted. 
 
Draw pictures to 
express each of the 
emotions Eggbert 
felt. 
 
Apply the saying 
“don’t judge a book 
by its cover to 
Eggbert experience. 
 

Explain why you 
think people don’t 
like those who are 
different from 
them. 
 
Why do you think 
Eggbert chose the 
specific places to 
travel? 
 
Choose one of the 
placed Eggbert 
visited and wirite a 
short report on it. 

Re-write the book 
where you are one 
of the characters. 
What kind of 
character are you? 
Why?  

Survey students 
about why he 
visited each of 
the places. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  

Note: By adding information and activities on eggs and other foods in the refrigerator, and the lifecycle of chicks, the content can 
become interdisciplinary. The matrix will have different content depending your objectives and goals.  

Transformation Describe how you 
would feel if you 
were in Eggbert’s 
shoes. 

How did 
Eggbert’s feelings 
change from the 
beginning to the 
end of the book?  

Journal or write a 
story about a time 
when you felt like 
Eggbert.  
 
Predict what would 
happen if Eggbert 
would have kept 
trying to change 
himself. How 
would he 
eventually feel? 

How do you think 
Eggbert felt when 
he was rejected? 
How would you 
have felt? 

Use your 
imagination to 
create a product to 
honor Eggbert for 
coming to 
appreciate himself 
– cracks and all. 
What did you learn 
about yourself from 
reading Eggbert’s 
story? 

Have a group 
discussion about 
bullies and how 
they affect other 
people. 

 
 

Social Action 
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What advice do 
you have for 
people who are 
not nice to others 
who are different 
from them? 

 
What would you 
tell someone who 
felt they had 
“cracks”?  
 
How would you 
help someone 
who was being 
teased or 
rejected? Make a 
commitment to 
support someone 
who has no or 
few friends. 
 

 
Make friends with 
someone who 
comes from a 
different 
background or 
culture than yours. 
 
Compose a letter to 
a person who is 
different than you. 
Tell them what you 
like about them, 
and why you 
appreciate them.  
 

Explain to another 
student why it is 
not nice to be mean 
to others or to treat 
them unfairly 
because they are 
different. 

 
Read the book to 
someone else. 
Come up with a 
plan to help kids to 
be nice to or friends 
with someone who 
comes from a 
different 
background or 
culture. 
 

Evaluate your 
classroom rules. 
What would you 
add or change 
about the rules 
to include 
everyone? Why 
does this matter? 


